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PRAYER FOR THE MONTH 
God bless our land; 
God guide our rulers;  
God resolve our differences;  
God forgive our selfishness;  
God protect our homes;  
God strengthen our faith;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
                   Maurice Wood 
 

NEWS FROM THE PARISHES 
 

ASHBOCKING 
The summer marches on and we are hoping the children breaking 
up from school will have some settled weather this year. With so 
many people now on their summer holidays it is a quieter time for 
reporting events. We in Ashbocking, were busy with our quiz night 
which was a huge success despite torrential rain on the night. 
Everyone had fun and everything ran well due to the hard work of 
the people involved in getting things set up. We were extremely 
grateful and give our thanks to Will Napper and Janice Williamson 
for taking on the trimming of the front hedge, and especially for 
funding and sorting delivery of our toilet for the night. This essential 
commodity is lacking in the church at present and is one of the 
main reasons for our fund raising evening, that and a kitchenette.  
 
Our thanks go to David Bendall and the Mitchell family for allowing 
us to park on their property as the field we had intended to use 
was very wet and only certain vehicles could use it. It was quite a 
challenge for the church wardens to get everyone parked without 
having to get anyone towed out! 
 
We would also like to thank Sharon Chenery who worked so hard 
to provide the raffle, along with Adine Shrankel and Sarah Wilson. 
Not just the sale of tickets but for sourcing the fantastic prizes. We 
were grateful to so many people for donating, Swiss Farm for the 
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sausages, Tim Dorney for his donation of wine, the Crockery Barn 
and Café and Nelson Garage for their contributions too. These are 
but a few and all were listed on a board of thanks on the night. 
 
Thanks also go to all who turned up to put up marquees and to 
take them down again. The marquees were essential in the rain 
and were used to house the bar, run by Liz and Steve Stegman. 
We thank them and their helpers, Paul and Karen Dighton, for 
once again running a very proficient bar. 
 
The BBQ was manned by Phil and Linda Pollard with the help of 
daughter Sarah, and husband Chris who was in charge of flood 
control. Gazebos are shower proof but were not deluge proof! 
However everyone seemed to enjoy their sausages or bacon in a 
roll despite the wet. 
 
Thanks too, for all who provided such a varied array of puds, 
definitely enjoyed by all, looking at the empty plates at the end of 
the evening. 
 
The church looked so inviting, many thanks go to the flower 
arrangers led by Linda Ellis, with Sue Surridge and Brenda 
Mitchell, also to Stephanie Andrews Pearce for creating the 
beautiful soft play area at the back of the church for the children.  
 
Our final thanks go to our excellent Quiz masters, Charlie Ralph 
and Lynn, who kept us entertained and challenged our wits.  
 
The winners were a visiting team called the Lindacre Old Crows. 
Well done to them. They were followed in second place by the 
Wilson family and there was a joint third place between Anna 
Lawson’s team with John and Bev Last, and The Wise Old Owls 
from Grundisburgh. 
 
Well done everyone, and thank you all for your support of the 
event. 
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It was a light hearted and fun evening which not only raised a lot 
of laughter but also raised nearly £2,000 to kick off the toilet and 
kitchenette project. A big thank you to all concerned. 
 
Now on to other matters. On the 10th of July we had a family 
service and baptism when we welcomed Bev and John Last and 
guests into the church to celebrate the Baptism of their son Jacob. 
The service was led by Jane Hall and it was lovely to see so many 
in the congregation. Congratulations to Jacob on his baptism even 
though he seemed totally relaxed and unaware, sleeping 
throughout. 
 
Our next service is on the 14th August at 11:00am and is also a 
family communion service and baptism. We are looking forward to 
welcoming Gemma and Alex Willson, and guests, to celebrate the 
baptism of their son, Douglas. All are welcome. 
 
The Baby Group in Ashbocking is up and running, organised by 
Stephanie Andrews-Pearce on 07833967777, and the next 
meeting is at Gemma Willson’s house on July 29th, 3:30 – 4:30pm, 
at 1 Millfield, Allotment Lane. This is a group for all mums and 
babies in the village. The group meet on the last Friday of the 
month the 26th August meeting is at Sarah Field’s, Ash Tree 
Lodge Allotment Lane, at 11:00am. Please contact Stephanie for 
details. 
 
House groups have ceased for August due to holidays and 
recommence in September. Jan and Jon Bates group, Going 
Deeper, starts again at 10:00am on September 7th at Manor Farm.  
 
The Christian discussion group, led by Catherine Beaumont, 
recommences on September 14th, 7:30pm at Hawthorns, The 
Green.  
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Both groups are open to all no matter how much you know or think 
you don’t know. For more information please contact Jan and Jon 
Bates on 01473 892605, or Linda Pollard on 01473 890836. 
 
The next coffee morning is on August 5th at Liz and Steve 
Stegman’s, Old House Cottage, The Green IP6 9JZ, at 10:00am. 
All welcome. Let’s pray for a lovely day to enjoy their garden. 
 
This year’s Suffolk Historic Churches Bike and Stride is taking 
place on September 10th so please keep that date free if you are 
able to visit churches by bike or on foot to help raise much needed 
money for nominated places of worship and the Trust itself. Please 
contact John Pollard on 01473 890836 for details and sponsor 
forms. 

       Linda Pollard       
 
Church Cleaning August 14th is Nel and Rex Peries. 
 

 “GOING DEEPER” HOMEGROUP 
We meet at Manor Farm to study the Bible, pray, and encourage each 

other to “go deeper” in our faith in Jesus together. 

We meet every 1st & 3rd Wednesday at 10.00am till 12.00  

For more details call Jan or Jon Bates on 01473 892605 
                         

CLOPTON 
After a very busy May and June with lots of events taking place 
July has seemed very quiet! 
 
Schools will have broken up by the time this is published, we wish 
all the children, their teachers (and their parents!) an enjoyable 
holiday time, with hopefully, some good weather. 
 
Clopton's postman Neville retired on July 16th. He had been a 
postman for twenty eight years and twenty seven of those years 
were in Clopton. He always kept an eye out for vulnerable people 

tel:01473%20890836
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and was always cheerful and reliable. We shall all miss him very 
much and wish him a long and happy retirement.  
 
The Hobbies Morning is on Wednesday 3rd August in the Village 
Hall from 10am until noon. Everyone is very welcome. 
 
Our August Coffee Morning will be in the Village Hall on 
Wednesday 17th from 10am until noon. It will be hosted by Vicki 
Smith. 
                                               Doris Main 
Church cleaning   Audrey and Chris Barker  
Church flowers       Doris Main                                          

 
OTLEY 

At the family service in July, Faye Flint was baptised, the baby 
daughter of Emma and Dave Flint, sister of Chloe, and 
granddaughter to Sue and David Wilkins. This was a lovely 
occasion for all of them. Jane will be baptising Harriet Adie at our 
Family Service on August 7th at 11.00am. 
 
The Fete was very well supported with lots of people, especially 
young families and children, enjoying the afternoon.  Linda from 
The White Hart ran a pop-up pub for delicious lunches, and she 
also provided teas. The dog show was very popular and 
entertaining with the different classes, there was live music and 
some fun sideshows and stalls.  We had loads of prizes on the 
draw and the tombola so thank you to everybody who contributed 
these. Our M.P. Dr Dan Poulter attended, and also Robin Vickery, 
our new county councillor, and there was a very good 
atmosphere.  The Fete was followed by OtleyFest, with a variety 
of performers and different music which was great, and there was 
also a barbecue.  Altogether it was a very happy day and provided 
a good result for the Community Council. 
 
Despite a deluge just before everybody got in to their cars (or on 
their bikes) to find their way to their first course, the progressive 



6 
 

dinner was successful and much enjoyed by the 24 couples taking 
part. At the end everybody met together for coffee at The Firs with 
Nick and Jane Betteridge.  The dinner is an opportunity to meet 
new people in the village with good food and good company, and 
the standard of cooking was fantastic! 
 
The August coffee morning was to have been held in the church 
but it has been cancelled as it coincides with the outing of the 
Friendship Club to the Duxford Air Museum on 25th August. 
 
Looking ahead to September, the Village Show and the Sponsored 
Bike Ride both take place on 10th September.  Schedules for the 
Village Show are available from the Post Office, and sponsorship 
forms for the Bike Ride are available in the church, so it is not too 
early to start planning your entries/route.  Also on 30th September 
we shall again be holding a coffee morning at Church House for 
Macmillan Cancer Support, so please make a note of these dates. 
 
Congratulations to Geoffrey Mason who has recently celebrated 
his 90th birthday with two parties.  Well done!  It is good to see him 
home again after a long spell in hospital. 
 
We wish everybody very happy holidays. 
                                                                                 Rose Rogerson 
Village diary: 
25th August   Friendship Club  -  outing to Duxford Air   

Museum 
31st Aug/ 
1st Sept/2nd Sept  Nathan's Tunes Show 
  
Church flowers:      Ruth Farnhill/Joan Parish 
Church Cleaning:  Pauline Crowley                                            
Sidepersons:  
  7th August  11.00am Holy Baptism   Pauline Crowley 
21st August    9.30am Holy Communion   Ruth Farnhill 
28th August    6.30pm Evening Prayer   Richard Trealor 
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Otley and District Gardening Club 

 
2016-2017 New Season Programme 

We meet at 7.30pm, 1st Monday of the month 
Otley Village Hall, Chapel Road, Otley 

(Invited speakers on a wide range of subjects) 
 

First meeting Monday 5th September 
Cambridge College Gardens (Rodney Tibbs) 

 

Compare gardening notes over tea, coffee & biscuits 
All welcome – Join up or just come along 

Admission £1.50 (members) £4.00 (non-members) 
Includes refreshments 

Annual Membership £10.00 
 

To find out more contact Alan Trevelyan (01473 890563) Jenny 
Vince (01473 738244) or  

Isabel Lincoln (01473 890826) 
 
 
Otley Parish Council 
Otley Parish Council held their Annual Parish Meeting (APM) in 
May followed by their Annual General Meeting (AGM) later in the 
evening. Our Chairperson continues to be Mr Anthony Ling and 
Vice Chair Mrs Issy Lincoln. Councillors remain as Mr Russell 
Ling, Mrs Sandra Grant, Mrs Jayne Vaughan, Mrs Abigail Lord, Mr 
David Hook, Mr Martin Liddell and Mr Phil Whiffing. During the 
APM the Chairman read his report highlighting what has been 
happening over the last year. This included the long awaited bus 
shelter at Newlands which is being regularly used by locals.  
 
Speeding continues to be a constant topic and Otley now has its 
own speed indicator which is up and running. This will be rotated 
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around the four posts installed within the village on a regular basis. 
The Parish Council are also looking into extending the speed 
restriction of 30mph at Otley Bottom and coming down past Otley 
College.  Otley Parish Council has also been able to make 
monetary donations to various organisations who applied for one, 
to include donations towards safety hand rails, renovation projects 
and art and craft materials. Planning applications continue to be 
submitted and the largest one is the demolition of the Hubbard’s 
site and building of 35 dwellings by Laurence Homes. A public 
consultation was held and positively received. The Parish Council 
continues to keep in contact with Suffolk Coastal District Council 
and Laurence Homes to ensure the new development reflects the 
needs of Otley.  
 
Otley Parish Council is fortunate to have the support of Councillor 
Tony Fryatt, the Grundisburgh Ward Councillor and thank him for 
his time and advice. County Councillor Matthew Hicks also 
provides up to date information to Parish Councillors from the 
Thredling Division which is greatly appreciated.  
 
For a full account of the APM & AGM please visit the Otley Parish 
Council website at: otley.onesuffolk.net Meeting dates are also 
available on the website with accompanying agendas and the 
minutes from meetings. The notice board outside the doctors and 
near Newlands have current minutes displayed. The website is 
regularly updated with information regards road closures, up and 
coming events, planning applications and details of how to contact 
Councillors and the Clerk.  Otley Parish Council complies with the 
transparency code and details of the end of year accounts will be 
available by July 1st.  
 
If you have any concerns or issues to be raised that impact on 
Otley Parish then please do get in touch and the Parish Council 
will endeavour to resolve them.       

     Rachel Green – Clerk 
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“A little nonsense now and then is cherished 
by the wisest men” (Roald Dahl).  With the 
summer holidays well underway I’m sure a 
little (or a lot) of nonsense and fun is being 
had by all!   
 

Otley Under Fives had a great end to the Summer Term and the 
school year.  A pre-school trip to Framlingham Castle saw the 
children pretending to be knights, kings, queens, dragons and 
more as their imaginations were swept away.  A lot of fun was had 
by all at Sports Day – despite the threat of rain.  All the children 
did brilliantly in their running and obstacle course races and were 
very proud to receive their medals and certificates.   
 
Fund raising activity has been as busy as ever.  The annual Otley 
Village Fete saw children and grown-ups alike fishing for boats, 
throwing coconuts at the shy and having their faces painted.  As 
ever it was very special to be part of such a vibrant community 
event.  Thanks to all who helped to run the stalls.  Upcoming 
events for the end of the year will include the clairvoyant night and 
the wreath making evening – keep an eye out for details in due 
course.   
 
If you would like to find out more about Otley Under Fives, to 
arrange a visit and free trial session or to talk to a member of the 
team please call 07789 468853, visit our Facebook page or our 
website: www.otleyunderfives.co.uk   
 

SWILLAND 
On 9th July the Witnesham and Swilland Village Show was held in 
Witnesham Village Hall. There were all sorts of 
competitions.  Flower arranging, flowers, knitting, photos, 
vegetables, fruit, salad crops, cakes, bread, jams, chutneys and 
children's classes.  It was a lot of fun and most people won 

http://www.otleyunderfives.co.uk/
http://www.otleyunderfives.co.uk/
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certificates for something.  Only three people entered from 
Swilland.  I hope next year more from Swilland will participate. 
 
The next coffee morning is in the church on 6th August.  If the 
weather is good we will sit in the churchyard.  Do come and join 
us. 
 
The Suffolk Historic Churches Cycle ride is on 10th September.  If 
anyone would like to take part either on a bike or on foot please 
ask me for a Sponsor form.  It is a great way to visit churches that 
otherwise might not be open.  Half of the sponsorship money goes 
to Suffolk Historic Churches Trust and half to the church of your 
choice.  Nearer the time I will be asking for volunteers to sit in the 
church.          

   Ann Kent 
Flower rota 
7th – 14th August Margo Barker 
21st-28th  August    Ann Kent 
4th-11th September Gill Reidy 
                                                              

RAINFALL – JUNE 
It is known as flaming June but this one was certainly not, between 
the 5th and the 10th we did have a short spell of hot weather but 
after that it was all downhill raining nearly every day. The total 
rainfall for the month was 4.95 inches, it was according to the Met 
Office one of the wettest June’s on record and I have only ever 
recorded a similar amount in 1997 when we had 6 inches and 5 
inches in 1999, these quantities are double the usual average for 
the month. 
 
Wet weather increases growth both of grass and weeds and in the 
days before we had herbicide sprays farm workers had to hand 
hoe the corn fields to keep down these weeds. One of the sayings 
then was, cut a thistle in May and it will be up next day, cut a thistle 
in June and it will be up again soon, cut a thistle in July and it will 
be sure to die.  It wouldn’t probably seed that year but the thistle 
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root goes down quite deep and it would reappear again the next 
year.  The early herbicide sprays devastated broad leaf weeds and 
quickly cleared the fields of them, but other weeds took their place, 
you can’t get the better of nature.     
                            Russell Ling 
 
 

 
Tap Dance Classes for Adult Beginners 

Due to the success of the 8 week Tap Dance Class,  
we are going to continue to meet every  

 

Wednesday 10.30-11.15am 
Otley Village Hall  

 

Never tapped before? Would you like to learn the basics? 
 

No partner or experience required    Beginners welcome 

Meet new people 

For queries and to book, please contact  
Jill Streatfeild 07778 746315 / 01394 384557 

http://woodbridgetapdance.weebly.com 
 

  
 
 

SMILE LINES 
Reward 
A father of five children came home with a toy. “This is a reward 
for being good,” he said. “Who is the most obedient one here? 
Who never talks back to Mum and does everything that Mum 

says to do?”  
 
There were a few seconds of silence, and then all of the children 
said: “You play with it Daddy!” 
 
Grave warning 
Road sign outside the gates of a cemetery:  Drive carefully. We 
don’t mind waiting for you. 

http://woodbridgetapdance.weebly.com/
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 Debbie mobile Hairdresser 

25 years’ experience. In the comfort of your own home.  

Tel 01473 890692  or  Mobile 07765193247. 

 

The WHITE HART 

Helmingham Road 

Otley 

TEL: (01473) 890312 

www.thewhitehartotley.co.uk  

team@thewhitehartotley.co.uk 
 

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter…” 

 

… so winter sees roaring fires, Old Ales, hearty stews and juicy mussels; 

spring is heralded with the pink, spindly rhubarb, followed by tender 

asparagus and a wide choice of Gin & Tonics for toasting the longer days; 

summer brings strawberries, rosé wine and plump Cromer Crab, whilst 

Autumn ushers in the Aspall Cyder, quinces and game pies. All this, with 

regular events and special menus for high days and holidays, really does 

make us a pub for all seasons…    

 
The Pub is the Hart of the Village… 

 

http://www.thewhitehartotley.co.uk/
mailto:team@thewhitehartotley.co.uk
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C Ling and Son 

Grange Farm, Otley, Ipswich  
 

We sell Point of Lay Chickens, Eggs 
Hay, Straw, Shavings, Chicken feed, 

  
Bird seeds and much more. 

 
Tel: 01473 890787 

 

THE OTLEY VILLAGE STORE, POST OFFICE 
and GARDEN SUPPLIES 

CHAPEL ROAD, OTLEY  01473 890257 
The Otley Store is a traditional family-owned 

village shop which can supply all of your needs.  
It is well stocked with a range of groceries, 
fresh fruit and vegetables, wine, beers and 

spirits, newspapers and magazines, Calor gas 
and garden supplies. It also has a lottery 

terminal.  Weekly home deliveries in the area 
are available, Monday-Friday 7.00am-7.00pm, 

Saturday 8.00am-5.00pm, Sunday 9.00am-
12.30pm. Follow us on Twitter @otleystore and 

Facebook on “The Otley Village Store” 
 

Coastal 

Building Supplies 
 
Derby Road                        Unit 2, Sizewell Crossing 
Ipswich                                Leiston 
Suffolk                                 Suffolk 
IP3 8DL                                IP16 4LW 
01473 320315                    01728 833453 
 

For all your Timber and Building  
material requirements 

               

 

 

 Care & Support Personal Assistant                                          
   

T:01473 890152(ans phone), M:07505 699766(txt), e-mail:suffolkdove@gmail.com 
 

.  Local, professional, reliable, friendly support for anyone with a disability/ care need requiring assistance. 

.  Ranging from independence skills development to full care. 

.  Support with pets & house chores if necessary. 

.  20 years’ experience in care at all levels. 

.  Qualified, insured and CRB checked. 

.  References and certificates available. 

.  Contact Julie to discuss your support needs or leave a no. for a call back. 
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WOOD FARM  
HAIR AND BEAUTY 

Otley 
 

Hair Salon opening times  
 

Monday    9am – 5pm 
Wednesday 10am – 8pm 
Thursday   9am – 6pm 
Friday    9am – 4pm 
Saturday   9am – 12 Noon 

 
Beauty opening times 

 
Wednesday   9am – 6pm 
Thursday   9am – 6pm 
Friday    9am – 6pm 
Saturday   9am – 12 Noon 

 
Late night by arrangement 

 
01473 890782 

 

Graham Fowler Painting and 

Decorating 

 
Top quality finish at a very 

reasonable price.  

All aspects of interior and exterior 

redecoration.  

Many years’ experience in the 

trade with reference's available. 

 

Please contact for a free estimate: 

01728 685448  

Mobile: 07798 832636 

E-Mail: 

graham.fowler@ymail.com 

 

 

FORGET-ME-NOT (TRAVEL) 

LTD. 

t/as A SOAMES and SONS 

Chapel Road 

Otley 

IPSWICH 

IP6 9NT 

28, 45, 53, 57, 70 seater coaches 

Private and Contract Hire 

Free Advice and quotations for day 

trips 

and English/Continental Tours 
Telephone  

(01473) 890268/890359 

Fax (01473) 890748 
e-mail: sales@forgetmenot-

travel.co.uk 

www.forgetmenottravel.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:graham.fowler@ymail.com
mailto:sales@forgetmenot-travel.co.uk
mailto:sales@forgetmenot-travel.co.uk
http://www.forgetmenottravel.co.uk/
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WOODFARM KITCHENS 
 

QUALITY KITCHENS  
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES 

 

Show room open Friday to Sunday 
Friday 9am - 5pm  
Saturday 10 - 5pm  
Sunday 10 - 4pm 

By appointment Monday to Thursday 
 

Woodfarm Barns, Helmingham Rd  
Otley IP6 9NS 

 
Tel:01473 890122     Email:woodfarmkitchens@btconnect.com 

 

tel:01473%20890122
mailto:woodfarmkitchens@btconnect.com

